Quick guide to direct seeding riparian areas
A synopsis of the Best Practice Guidelines: Direct Seeding of Riparian Areas

Choosing to direct seed
Consider: the desired diversity of species; the
suitability of the land; the abio c condi ons
of the site; your capacity to control weeds
(before and a er seeding); and community
expecta ons.

Site prepara on
Consider: poten al weed compe on (at the
me of sowing and as plants establish); animal pest control; soil cul va on; and the
ming of your sowing.

Sowing seed
Consider: the meline for ordering seed; seed
storage and prepara on; how much seed you
will need; and the most appropriate sowing
methods.

Maintenance
Consider: the need to monitor the growth of
seedlings and the re-emergence of weeds;
plan for on-ongoing maintenance.
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 Weed compe on is the biggest
single limi ng factor to successful
direct seeding. Woody weeds
should be removed 1 - 2 years prior
to sowing and other weeds some
months before sowing.
 Generally, weed control in spring
and in autumn prior to sowing, and
then approximately 2 weeks before
sowing should be suﬃcient.
 Time sowing to avoid: temperatures extremes; very low soil moisture levels; and waterlogging and
ﬂoods (un l plants are estab-

lished).
 For we er sites (east, north-east of
MW’s region): sow in spring.
 For drier sites (west, north-west of
MW’s region): sow in autumn –
winter, a er the autumn break.
 Consider the need for and op ons
to control invertebrate and vertebrate pets.
 Intensive cul va on of riparian
soils prior to direct seeding is NOT
recommended, although some
small scale cul va on may help.

 Order seed at least 12 months prior to sowing, storing in cool, dry
condi ons.
 Some species are more likely to
germinate if pre-treated (such as
abraded or smoke water).
 In general, 250 – 500 g/km of seed
will be required per kilometer
(which equates to about 750-

1500g/ha).
 Sowing seed can be done either by
machinery (allows large areas to be
sown in a rela vely short me) or
hand (when the topography and
landscape features prevent vehicle
access to the site).
 Collect seed from a range of individuals to ensure gene c diversity.
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